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Preamble

To improve the quality of Transportation in Georgia and to promote the professional interests of the employees in the operation to the Department of Transportation, the Georgia Department of Transportation Engineers Association, Tennille Chapter, adopts the following Constitution and By-Laws.

ARTICLE I

Objectives

The objective of this chapter shall be:  To promote the fellowship and cooperation, encourage professional improvement and advancement, promote social and economic welfare, and advance the professional rating of its members; to promote the professional reputation of the Department of Transportation employees by the exchange of technical knowledge and by the fostering of true professional ethics; and to promote the public interest as it is affected by services of the Department of Transportation.

ARTICLE II

Objectives

Section 1.  Classification

The membership of the Chapter shall consist of Members and Honorary Members.  Honorary Members shall be considered members when the term member is used in this Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 2.  Qualification for Membership
a) Membership:  Any permanent employee of the Department of Transportation shall be considered qualified for membership in the Chapter.
b) Honorary Membership:  Members in good standing with this Chapter shall, upon retirement, automatically become an Honorary Member.  A member in good standing with another Chapter, upon retirement, may, upon request, become an Honorary Member of this Chapter.  Any other person who has been distinguished by long and efficient service to the cause of Transportation may be nominated for Honorary Membership in accordance with the State Constitution and 
By-Laws.
Section 3.  Application of Membership

Any person desiring to become a member of the Association shall make a written application on the appropriate form.  The Chapter Membership Committee shall make a recommendation on membership of each applicant and the application shall be approved or disapproved by the State Vice-President.  New members and New Honorary Members shall be given a membership card for each year for which dues are paid.

Section 4.  Termination of Membership

Membership in the Chapter shall terminate upon the severance from the Department except for the granting of Honorary Membership, for failure to pay membership dues, upon request of the member to transfer to another Chapter, or by a majority vote of the membership at a regular meeting for reasons of undesirable conduct. 

Section 5.  Transfer of Membership

In the event a member is permanently transferred to an area governed by another local chapter, membership shall be automatically transferred to the governing local chapter and any office held in the Tennille Chapter shall be immediately vacated.  Any member who is on temporary duty may have membership transferred to the governing local chapter by a request to transfer membership.

Section 6.  Duties of Members

Members shall conduct professional dealings in an ethical manner and uphold the principles and abide by the rules and regulations of the Chapter.  Members shall hold strictly confidential all discussions and business transacted at meetings.  Members shall serve on committees and perform other duties when appointed in an authorized manner.

Members shall actively support the Chapter by attending meetings, voicing opinions, and promptly paying dues.

Section 7.  Rights of Members

All members shall have the right to vote on all matters, to hold office and serve as delegates, and to serve on committees.

ARTICLE III

Organization

Section 1.  Fiscal Year

The Fiscal year for the Chapter shall be October 1 through September 30.

Section 2.  Chapter Officers

a) Elective officers: The Chapter shall biennial select a President and Vice-President.  Delegates are to be selected no later than 45 days before the Representative Assembly.

b) Appointive Officers:  The appointive officers of the Chapter appointed by the President shall be: Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, Chaplin and Committee Chairpersons.

Section 3.  Statewide Officers

The Chapter shall elect Statewide Officers (President, Vice-President, Trustee and Director) as prescribed by the State Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 4.  Standing Committees

The Standing Committees of the Chapter are: Membership, Public Relations, Blood Bank, Awards,    Adopt-A-School, Nominating, Cards, Resolutions/Problem Sharing, Scrapbook, Food, Scholarship and Bulletin Board.

Section 5.  Special Committees

The President as may be deemed appropriate may establish special Committees.

Section 6.  Compensation of Officers

No Officer of the Chapter shall receive any salary or other compensation from the funds of the Chapter, except as reimbursement of expenses incurred on behalf of the Chapter.

Section 7.  Impeachment of Officers
Any officer may be impeached and removed from office at any time by a majority vote of the membership at a regular meeting for misconduct or failure to observe the rules, regulations, or instructions of the Chapter.
ARTICLE IV

Duties of Officers

Section 1.  President

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and shall have no vote therein except in the event of a tie when they shall have the deciding vote.  The President shall have the power to call regular and special meetings of the Chapter.  The President shall have the right to appoint a Parliamentarian.  The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.  The President shall preserve order and enforce the Constitution and By-Laws of the Association and Chapter.

The President shall serve as a Delegate with all rights and privileges granted Delegates during the term of office.  The President shall perform any other duties required by established customs and procedures.

Section 2.  Vice-President

The Vice-President shall perform such duties as the President may delegate and as the Chapter may prescribe.  In the absence of the President, (by death, disability, resignation, or any other reason) the Vice-President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter, shall perform all other duties of the President, and shall assume all rights and privileges of the office of President.  The Vice-President shall serve as Vice-Chairman of all committees.  It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to assist the President in preserving order and to see that persons entering business meetings are either invited guests, Honorary members or members in good standing.
The Vice-President shall serve as a Delegate with all rights and privileges granted to Delegates.
Section 3.  Delegates

Delegates to the Representative Assembly shall be certified to the Office of the Georgia Department of Transportation Engineer’s Association Executive Secretary not less than 30 days before the Annual Meeting of the Association.  Each elected delegate or alternate delegate shall represent the Chapter at the Annual Meeting and/or Special Meetings called by the State President and shall perform such duties and functions as instructed by the State President and shall perform such duties and functions as instructed by the Chapter to promote Social and Economic Welfare of the members of the Georgia Department of Transportation Engineers Association.  The Delegate shall vote on all matters presented before the Representative Assembly or Special Meetings called by the State President as instructed by the local Chapter.  However, if the Delegate is unable to vote as instructed due to unforeseen circumstances, the Delegate is released and may negotiate in the best interest of the Chapter.  The President, Vice-President, Vice-President elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Director shall be designed as Delegates.  The Chapter’s member of the year will also be considered a Delegate.  Delegates qualification: member in good standing, attend a minimum of 2 quarterly meetings each year, work on at least one major fundraiser within the Fiscal year.  If these conditions are not met, the member will not be eligible to attend the Representative Assembly as a Delegate for that year. 

Section 4.  Alternate Delegates
Alternate Delegates will represent the Chapter in the absence of the Delegate.  Alternate Delegates will be bound by the same instructions and guidelines as a Delegate.

Section 5.  Secretary and Treasurer

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings and shall have the minutes of the meetings typed.  The Secretary shall keep membership records up to date and process applications for new members.  The Secretary shall submit membership cards to all members and honorary members.  The Secretary shall prepare and distribute correspondence and other information as designated by the Chapter President.

The Treasurer shall collect monies for dues, dinner meetings, and other functions of the Chapter for which assessment must be collected.  The Treasurer shall keep the funds of the Chapter in banks, savings and loan associations, or the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Credit Union.

The Treasurer shall have the authority to pay out funds on proper vouchers.  The Treasurer shall present financial report at all regular meetings.

The Secretary and Treasurer shall serve as Delegates with all rights and privileges granted to Delegates.

Section 6.  Parliamentarian

The Parliamentarian shall be skilled in the Parliamentary Procedures, especially Roberts Rules of Order, and shall advise as the presiding officer at all meetings concerning questions of Parliamentary Procedure.  The Parliamentarian shall decide all questions of Parliamentary Procedure.

Section 7.  Director

The Director shall represent the Chapter at all meetings of the Association Board of Directors.  The Director shall seek the guidance of the membership and reflect the views of the membership on all issues considered by the Board of Directors.  The Director shall report to the membership the proceedings of all Board Meetings and any matters that concern the membership.  The Director shall serve as a Delegate with all rights and privileges granted to Delegates.

ARTICLE V

Election of Officers

Section 1.  Bi-Annual Election

The Nominating Committee shall biennial select a President and Vice-President for the Chapter.  The nomination committee shall present their selection to the membership for election at the 3rd quarterly meeting.  This does not prohibit nominations from the floor.

Section 2.  Annual Election

The Association shall annually select Delegates and Alternate Delegates for the Representative Assembly.  This selection shall be no later than 45 days before the Representative Assembly.

Section 3.  Nominations
The nominating committee shall present the membership, for voting on at that time, their slate of nominations for elective officers for the forthcoming year.  These approved nominees will be installed at the last meeting of the calendar year.  Any member desiring to be considered for President or Vice-President may do so by notifying the secretary prior to April 1.

Any member desiring to be considered for Delegate or Alternate Delegate shall submit his/her name to the Secretary or Treasurer.  Notification shall be sent to each member as to the deadline to submit name.  Members must meet all qualifications set forth in Article IV, Section 3.

Section 4.  Term of Office

All terms of office in the local Chapter elected shall be for two (2) years.

ARTICLE VI

Finances

Section 1.  Budget

A budget shall be prepared by each incoming President and presented to the membership for discussion and approval.  The President has the power to modify the budget as deemed appropriate without prior approval of the membership.  However, any and all modifications of the budget are to be presented to the membership at the next regular meeting for comments.

All dues for membership in the Chapter and Association shall be payable to the Secretary on January 1 and not later than April 1 to maintain membership.  Dues for membership for each year shall be approved annually, by the membership, in a vote at an announced meeting prior to March 1.  There shall be no dues for honorary members.

The State initiation fee for any member shall be as prescribed in the State Constitution (currently $5.25).

ARTICLE VII

Meetings

Section 1.  Chapter Meetings

Regular meetings of the Chapter shall be held each Quarter (preferably in January, April, July, October).  The President shall select the time and place of the meetings and each member shall be notified in writing not less than five (5) days before the date set for the meeting.

Section 2.  Special Meetings

The President may call special meetings whenever he deems necessary.  Each member shall be notified in writing of the business to be transacted at such meetings five (5) days before the date set for the meeting.  No business shall be transacted at such meeting except that for which the meeting was called.

Section 3.  Voting at Meetings

Each member and honorary member of the Chapter shall be entitled to one (1) vote on each question at any meeting.

At any meeting of the Chapter, any voting member may be represented by proxy.

Section 4. Quorum

At all meetings of the membership of the Chapter, the members and honorary members present shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  The act of a majority of the members present at any meeting at which a quorum is present shall be considered the act of the membership of the Chapter except as may otherwise be specifically provided by statute or by the Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 5.  Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held in September of each year.  All members and honorary members are eligible to attend the Annual Meeting.  Delegates that have fulfilled their obligations are eligible to attend the Annual Meeting.  If a Delegate cannot attend, then the Alternate delegate becomes eligible.

Section 6.  Board of Directors Meetings

The President or Executive Secretary may call a meeting of the board of State Directors meetings at any time.  The Board shall meet within five (5) days prior to the Annual Meeting of the Association.

ARTICLE VIII

Committees

Section 1.  Committee Chairpersons

The President shall appoint all Committee Chairpersons.  Each Chairperson shall select two (2) or more persons to serve the committee.  All Committees are appointed for one (1) year terms.

Section 2.  Standing Committees

a) Membership Committee: It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to carry out a program of constant recruitment of members in the Chapter.  The President and Vice-President are designated members of the Membership Committee.

Public Relations Committee: It shall be the duty of the Public Relations Committee to promote the Chapter, the Association and the Department of Transportation.  The promotion shall be done through informing the Department of Transportation employees and the public of activities the Chapter, the Association, and the Department of Transportation are involved in.  This can be done through speeches to civic, church, school, and other groups, and through displays at fairs, shopping centers, and other gatherings.

b) Legislative and Resolutions Committee: It shall be the duty of the Legislative and Resolutions Committee to review any proposed measures which may be introduced or considered in the Georgia General Assembly.  This Committee prepares resolutions for presentation to members for adoption.
c) Nominating Committee: It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to present to membership a slate of elective officers for elections at the 3rd quarterly meeting.  It shall also be the duty of the Nominating Committee to present the member of the Year award.  The Nominating Committee shall consist of a minimum of three (3) members.  

d) Scholarship Committee: It shall be the duty of the Scholarship Committee to judge each applicant using the guidelines set forth by the State Director in charge of Scholarships.  The Tennille Chapter is charged with presenting two (2) scholarships, first place $1,000.00 and second place $500.00.
e) Special Committees: The President shall appoint special committees as needed to carry out the objectives of the Organization.

Section 3.  Other Committees

Nothing in this Article shall abrogate the right to the President to establish other Committees as may be deemed appropriate or to assign additional duties to the prescribed duties of each committee.

ARTICLE IX

Amendment

Section 1.  Amendment

The Constitution and By-Laws may be amended by the two-third (2/3) majority vote at a regular meeting, provided the membership at large was advised of the intent to amend the Constitution and  By-Laws not less than 24 hours prior to the amendment begin introduced on the floor.

